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MEDICARE

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, the
American people have a right to know
where their elected officials stand on
issues. And America’s seniors have a
right to know what their elected offi-
cials want to do to Medicare. House
Speaker NEWT GINGRICH has been
quoted as saying that he wants Medi-
care to ‘‘wither on the vine.’’ Now the
Republicans are saying he did not
mean that. They are trying to get an
ad that uses Speaker GINGRICH’s quote
off the air.

Well, Mr. Speaker, the Republicans
are trying to rewrite history, claiming
that Speaker GINGRICH meant that the
Health Care Financing Administration
would wither on the vine not Medicare.
But as the New York Times pointed
out on Saturday ‘‘Not only is it hard to
imagine how individuals—except per-
haps its employees—could leave the
agency, this is only one of the expla-
nations Mr. GINGRICH gave at the
time.’’

The Republican budget proposes $168
billion in Medicare cuts over the next 6
years. All to pay for tax breaks for the
wealthy. Truth in advertising—it is
what the American people demand and
what they need to hear.
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MEDICARE

(Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr.
Speaker, it seems as though in the heat
of the campaign season, some people
just do not like to face the truth. The
Republicans right now are running
away from their record in the 104th
Congress, a report where they are
going after Medicare to fund tax breaks
for the very rich.

Just think about their budget. They
ran on deficit reduction, but what did
they do when they came here? They
want to cut taxes $245 billion over 7
years. Better than half of that money
goes to individuals and families earn-
ing over $100,000. What are they going
to do to pay for this big tax cut? Well,
they are going to cut $270 billion from
the Medicare Program. What is that
going to mean to senior citizens? It is
going to mean out-of-pocket expenses
that are going to grow for them.

Mr. Speaker, NEWT GINGRICH said we
are not going to kill it right away be-
cause that would not be politically
popular. We are going to let it die on
the vine.

Now what do the Republicans want to
do? They want to run away from their
record of this statement. They want to
say, cut off all advertising that tells
the truth about what the Republicans
intend to do with Medicare.

MEDICARE: SENIORS BEWARE

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, NEWT
GINGRICH is now running away from
this quote and saying that he did not
mean to say that Medicare would with-
er on the wine, but the bottom line is
that the Republican leadership’s ac-
tions and the legislation that they pass
in this House would accomplish that
goal.

By cutting Medicare by $270 billion in
order to finance tax breaks for the
wealthy, essentially what happens is
that the Medicare Program will not
have enough money to finance quality
health care for seniors and the level of
services for seniors. In addition, the
Republican Medicare plan would have
doubled premiums and forced seniors
out of traditional Medicare because
they would no longer have their choice
of doctors. That is what the Republican
Party is all about.

Lest anybody think that they were
not going to continue this policy, they
voted on another budget this year in
this House of Representatives that
again would slash Medicare in order to
finance tax breaks to the wealthy.
Today was the day when they were sup-
posed to report back on how they were
going to destroy and change Medicare
structurally so that it would basically
wither on the vine. Well, that deadline
is passed. But I would still like to
know what the Republican leadership
has in mind for Medicare in this Con-
gress. We still do not know, but one
thing is for sure: The seniors should be-
ware.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair appreciates the cooperation of
Members in listening to the Chair when
he advises the Members after they have
spoken for 1 minute that their time is
up.
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ROADBLOCK CONGRESS

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, we have
a town down there in Texas called
Wink and a number spread out across
the State that are so small they could
be called Blink because you would
blink and miss them.

That is the way it is with Reform
Week here in this Congress. You blink
and you miss it because they just aban-
doned it. Instead of the reform Con-
gress, this has become the roadblock
Congress and so much of the roadblock
that they would throw up is to our sen-
iors on Medicare. Because if they are
ultimately successful with their plan
to erect roadblocks to access to care,
as Speaker NEWT GINGRICH said with
pride last year and with shame this

year, ‘‘Medicare will wither on the
vine.’’

You see, it was not just one com-
ment. It was the similar comment of
Majority Leader ARMEY that he views
Medicare as an imposition on his free-
dom and more than the comments is
the action. Instead of reforming this
Congress and changing business as
usual, they concentrate their efforts on
weakening and dismantling the Medi-
care system that is serving so many of
our Nation’s seniors. Let us reject
their Medicare approach and hold them
accountable for their outrageous com-
ments.
f

THE REAL GINGRICH AGENDA

(Mr. BONIOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, Repub-
licans are trying to tell us today that
NEWT GINGRICH did not say he wants
Medicare to wither on the vine. But the
record suggests otherwise.

Thirteen separate times, this Ging-
rich Congress voted to cut Medicare to
pay for tax breaks for the wealthy.

Bob Dole brags about his 1965 vote
against Medicare. DICK ARMEY says
Medicare is a program he would have
no part of in a free world. BILL THOMAS
calls Medicare ‘‘socialism.’’ And last
February, NEWT GINGRICH’S own think
tank ran this editorial in their news-
letter with this headline: ‘‘For Free-
dom’s Sake, Eliminate Social Secu-
rity.’’

Mr. Speaker, that is the direction the
Republicans are heading. And now that
the labor movement has had the cour-
age to tell the truth about the Ging-
rich agenda, and stand up for working
families, the Republicans are doing all
they can to silence them.

Mr. Speaker, there’s an old saying:
Salt doesn’t hurt unless it hits an open
wound. First, it was Medicare. Next, it
is Social Security. That is the real
Gingrich agenda.
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MEDICARE

(Mrs. KENNELLY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. KENNELLY. Mr. Speaker, the
Speaker has said he was misquoted on
Medicare. Therefore, let us for a mo-
ment consider the majority’s actions
on Medicare, rather than their rhet-
oric.

The majority passed the largest re-
duction in Medicare’s history—$270 bil-
lion. The majority also proposed allow-
ing some doctors to bill beneficiaries
extra charges. Furthermore, the major-
ity’s plan would have capped Medi-
care’s expenditures below the level of
expected medical inflation. And under
their bill, the Medicare premium would
have doubled over the next 7 years
from its current level. These facts are
not in dispute.

In the end, actions speak louder than
words. And the majority’s actions on
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